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About this session: 

Early	childhood	educa.on	is	child-centered.	In	Montessori,	the	classroom	environment	
is	one	way	the	focus	is	on	the	child.	This	session	brings	early	childhood	educators	
together	-	Montessori	and	non-Montessori	-	to	show	ways	we	can	work	with	children	
each	day	to	improve	their	learning	and	our	job	sa.sfac.on.	Come	learn	about	ways	to	
support	academic	learning,	social	emo.onal	growth	and	be	ready	to	work	directly	with	
families.	You	will	see	how	to	use	public	informa.on	to	support	families	and	
communi.es	by	knowing	specifics	about	the	social	resources	and	inequi.es.	You	will	
also	engage	in	a	global	community	learning	ac.vity	to	further	our	own	cultural	
competency	and	commit	to	culturally	relevant	prac.ces.	Finally,	you	will	leave	with	a	
menu	of	op.ons	for	daily	interac.ons	to	be	used	with	families	in	Montessori	and	all	
early	childhood	environments.	 
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Our Time Together Today 
Welcome and Introductions 
Stories from the Classroom - Rachel	and	Courtney		

v  Ways	we	can	work	with	children	each	day	to	improve	their	learning		
v  Bring	joy	to	our	work,	increase	our	job	sa.sfac.on	
v  Support	academic	learning,	social	emo.onal	growth		
v  Be	ready	to	work	directly	with	families.		

Knowing the Numbers, Using Data 
v  Human capacity, we need all of it (and data too) 

Knowing Ourselves, in Community 
v  Ecological Systems Model – Mapping our 6 yr old  &  today  
v  What is one thing you want for your child(ren)? 

Knowing our Capacity and Commitment- Making Your Menu 
v  Power of Language – Every day, Everyone 
v  Actionable and Desirable – What Will We Do? 
v  Ethical and/or Professional Dilemma  
v  Personal Promise; Professional Commitment   

 

 



    

Center for Montessori Studies 	

Working with Families               
and (in) Community 

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Publications/Full-Equal-and-Equitable-Partnerships-with-Families 
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Human capacity, we need all of it 
No More Throw Away 
People 
hJps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C107PQ3h8Kk	

	

Building	Adult	Capabili.es	
to	Improve	Child	
Outcomes:	A	Theory	of	
Change	
hJps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=urU-a_FsS5Y	
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Stories from the Classroom 

Courtney Reim, MEd 
•  Public Montessori 
•  Private Montessori 
•  AMI Primary Guide 
•  ESF 
•  Bridges to Hope 
 

  

 

Rachel Elkey, MEd 
•  Center based care 
•  Reggio 
•  Traditional public 
•  Montessori 
•  Infant/Toddler to 3rd 
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Power of Public, Civic Data 

Use of these data challenge us all to examine 
the impact of our own cultural competency 
and commit to disrupting and/or sustaining a 
community’s ecological systems.  We will 
address discerning a personal commitment to 
daily interactions with families, through 
professional socialization and transformation of 
the adult perspective. 
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Power of Public, Civic Data 
http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do        
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
          Also see an outstanding 
          example of critical 
          mapping by a Public 
          Science Project  
          http://morrisjustice.org/critical-mapping  
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Power of Community Data  
Information and a Tool for Justice 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
West Hartford vs Hartford http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do 	
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http://edsight.ct.gov/SASPortal/main.do 	

In your geographic community… 
•  Identify community resources 
•  Identify nature assets/green 

space assests 
•  Identify cultural assets 

 
What geographic cultural norms are 
there in your community? 
 
Did you just answer for your home or 
school community? 
Are they different?	
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rain and B
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--”Reality” Pedagogy 
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Geographic and Cultural Context 

Intentional understanding of the system 
or context in which she lives children in 
their classrooms but also directly with 
their families, including their geographic 
and cultural communities 
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Retrieved	from:	hJps://intascprinciple2.weebly.com/bronfenbrennerrsquos-ecological-systems-model.html	

Ecological 
Systems
Model
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Constructing Our Constellations 

•  Mapping your 6 year old self - 6 min 

 
•  When time, stand up and find someone for 

a pair and share 
– What do you notice about your map? 
– How do the “layers” interact? 
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Constructing Our Constellations 

•  Mapping your current self – 6 min 

•  When time, stand up and find someone for 
a pair and share 
– What do you notice about your map? 
– How do the “layers” interact? 
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Context for a Conversation with Parents 

 
v What is one thing you want for your 

child(ren)? 

Find a new, unknown partner, ask, listen and 
share. 
 
Come back to your seat with a word to share 
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Power of Language, Jargon and 
Making Shared Meanings 
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Actionable and Desirable 

We will address discerning a personal 
commitment to daily interactions with children, 
families and communities as professional 
socialization and transformation of the adult 
perspective. 
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When we return to our schools… 

•  Connecting with each other to identify 
one action that is possible for us now. 

•  Using a blank piece of paper make a 
concept map to guide your way. 
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Ethical and/or Professional Dilemma 

 
A Model for Developing Meta-Cognitive Tools in Teacher 
Apprenticeships 
  
Bray and Schatz in the Journal of Teacher Education for 
Sustainability, v15 n1 p48-56 2013 
Full Text available at https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1107569 
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Before we leave… 

•  A Personal Promise 
 
•  A Professional Commitment for the 

long haul   
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Thank you 
 

Time for open Q & A 
 

Connect further via Montessori Forward 
 
 

For more information  
bray@hartford.edu  
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Montessori	Degree	Programs		
BUS	for	degree	completers	&	BS	for	those	star.ng	a	Montessori	Studies	program	in	educa.on	

MEd	with	Montessori	Concentra.ons	
Research	Rigorous	PhD	in	Montessori	Educa.on	under	review	


